Walking & Cycling
The Cole Green Way

& the Hertford to Ware Towpath

An old railway line, canal towpaths, open spaces
and quiet roads create a green route from Welwyn
Garden City to Ware via Hertford. It also forms
part of Route 61 of the National Cycle Network.

The Cole Green Way proper runs from the
outskirts of Welwyn Garden City at the Black

Fan Road / Cole Green Lane junction to West
Street in Hertford. This rural section follows a
former railway and is suitable for walkers, cyclists
and horse riders. This part of the route is also
accessible for disabled visitors at various points.
Motorised scooter wheelchairs are probably the
best option due to the nature of the surfacing.
There are links at both ends that take walkers and
cyclists into Welwyn and Hertford town centres.
The link through Hertford joins the towpath along
the River Lea, taking you to Ware and beyond.

It is signposted through the town centre.

Enjoy this route for a leisurely walk or ride
alongside waterways and rural tracks. It links three
Hertfordshire towns with some great countryside.
You could even take a circular diversion to
explore local villages near the path.

Why not use the path for a journey to work?

’/ With traffic congestion particularly heavy

between Hertford and Ware, make the journey
to work an enjoyable experience by cycling
along side the river.
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A half mile diversion down the
path alongside Stanborough Road
will bring you to Stanborough
Lakes. Here you can visit the two

lakes, hire a boat, go fishing, learn -

to sail or enjoy roaming through
126 acres of parkland.
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Cycle Great North Way - NCN Route 12
23 to Hatfield & London or St Albans

\ (via Alban Way - NCN Route 61)
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A stones throw from the town centre is
Sherrardspark Woods. This 200 acre wood has
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many footpaths and bridleways to be explored Primary School Osbourn School %o
amongst the oak and hornbeam trees. You can ?é
follow the old railway line through the woodland PanShanger %
as part of the Ayot Greenway to Wheathampstead %C
some 3% miles away. Access is off Digswell Road, 4%0
the Campus West car park or Bridge Road. 56@0,
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Snaking its way through Hertfordshire’s
towns and countryside is the Great North
Way cycle route. It is shown as Route 12
on the National Cycle Network and will
eventually link London with Peterborough
and beyond. Look out for Great North
Way signs in and around Welwyn Garden
City where this cycle track connects with
the route to Hertford. Contact Pedal Point
for a free leaflet on the Great North Way.
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Welwyn was the second of Ebenezer Howard’s Garden Cities, after Letchworth.
They were designed to include the best of both town and country living. The town’s
main shopping plaza The Howard Centre being named after the settlement’s creator.
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Moneyhole Lane Park

i A great link exists for walkers who wish to access the

4 Cole Green Way from the residential area of Panshanger,

Z connecting the local footpath network together via a

. pleasant walk between the trees. Within the woodland

) Blwg:gm there is a circular path and several ponds. Look out for
dragonflies darting along the paths in the Summer.

B195 8
irch
all |, ane

"-. Greater Captain’s
‘.. Wood

Cesees

B

Howellpark
Wood

Birchall Lane

2]
=

Pub / Restaurant

Supermarket

Car Park

Museum

AO000OS

M
<<

National Cycle Network
Route & Milepost

Cycle Shop
Tourist Information
Rail Station

Bus Station

Toilet

Hospital A&E

Football Ground

- Welwyn — Ware route (traffic free)
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When you arrive at the old Cole Green station you can % .
take a break for refreshments at the Cowper Arms pub. > .
Alternatively you can bring your own food and use the .

picnic area. There
includes carved s

if you wish to start your walk or ride from this point.

is also a short, easy woodland walk that
tatues and a pond. Car parking is available
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Hertingfordbury Road

The branch line opened in 1858 connecting
Hertford with the main line junction at
Welwyn prior to the construction of the
Garden City. It was closed in 1966 as part of
the Beeching cuts. Today, the Victorian brick
bridges and the platform at Cole Green
remain as the only reminders of its past.
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